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Thy Kingdom Come 2021

Ever since the spiritual leader of the Anglican Worldwide
Communion, Archbishop of Canterbury the Most Reverend Justin
Welby initiated the global prayer movement named “Thy Kingdom
Come”, millions of Christians have responded enthusiastically,
mobilizing themselves with prayer and contemplation to take up global
mission. So we can see in recent years, many provinces have been
reaping the abundant harvest from their ministry, of which we are most
grateful.

Mission is not just ministry, technique and strategy, it has to be
an attitude. To set us into the correct mind frame, prayer and scriptural
contemplation is vital, one can even say it is the most significant
element of nurture. Therefore, let us follow the example of the first
generation of Christians, as they have done in the 10 day period
between the first Ascension and Pentecost, to prepare ourselves for
accepting our mission. Now we can use the prayers and scriptural
readings in this booklet to equip ourselves in spiritual readiness to
receive the renewal, enlightenment and encouragement of the Spirit,
rendering us committed to the same mission as Christians all over the
world to venture and manifest the Heavenly Kingdom.

The Most Revd Andrew Chan
Archbishop and Primate of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui
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Preface

It was for mission that the Province of Hong Kong Sheng Kung
Hui was established twenty-two years ago, because God our heavenly
Father is a missionary God. Out of love, He creates, redeems, instructs,
and sanctifies humankind—these are all His acts of mission. His most
perfect act of mission is the giving of His beloved Son Jesus Christ to
us. Lord Jesus’ words and deeds on earth embody perfectly the
missional nature of God.

“Thy Kingdom Come” was initiated by the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York in 2016. It aims at motivating Anglicans in over
160 counties worldwide to pray for mission so that the Gospel can be
spread wide to save and edify the world.

This year, Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui continues to support
and participate in this movement, and encourages Anglicans in Hong
Kong and Macau to pray proactively for mission. The baptism
testimonies of a number of parishioners have been gathered in this
booklet. It is hoped that these testimonies will prompt our brothers and
sisters to persevere in prayer and be zealous for mission.

The Most Revd Dr. Paul Kwong
Archbishop Emeritus of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui
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Acknowledgments

“Go Ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” said the Lord, right
before He ascended to Heaven. Ten days later, the Apostles received
power from the Holy Spirit to bear witness for the Risen Lord!

“Thy Kingdom Come” is a global prayer campaign initiated by the
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby and the Archbishop of York
John Sentamu since 2016. The aim is for awakening Christians to
focus on praying for more people to know Jesus Christ during the time
between Ascension and Pentecost every year.

In response to this meaningful Anglican global prayer campaign for
evangelism, the Standing Commission for Mission of the Seventh
General Synod, HKSKH printed a booklet containing a Bible passage
and a prayer concerning the Great Commission for daily devotion of
the parishioners, who may also have access to these materials on-line.

This year, the Standing Commission for Mission of the Eighth General
Synod is grateful to celebrate that God has listened to our prayers and has
therefore prepared a new booklet, alongside the daily devotion, with
several touching testimonies of the newly baptized parishioners from the
three Dioceses and the Missionary Area of Macau, as thanksgivings to
the Lord who has changed their lives and reminders to parishioners for
evangelism by words and deeds.

This book is made possible with special thanks to many supporters: the
leadership of Archbishop Paul Kwong who has granted us the
foreword and, with support from Bishop Andrew Chan and Bishop
Timothy Kwok, supplied the testimonies of the newly baptized
parishioners. Moreover, I am deeply grateful to all members of the
Standing Commission for Mission of the Eighth General Synod of
HKSKH: Mr. John Wong Lik-hak (Hon. Sec.), The Revd. Canon Peter
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D. Koon, The Revd. Kam Fai Ip, The Revd. Jonathan Chee Ka-pong,
The Revd. Simon Cheung, The Revd. Joseph Chow Wai-man, Mr.
Woo Wai-kei, Mr. Benjamin Tsik Chung-wai, Mr. Benjamin Cheung
Sui-fung, Ms. Jeanniee Chan Yuk-ching, Ms. Christy Tang Mo-tsz and
Ms. Queenie Leong Sao-leng.

May I also take this opportunity to express my gratitude to Ms. Corrie
Yu and the editors from HKSKH Echo. Last but not least, credits
should be given to those Christians who wrote up their testimonies and
the group of translators, namely Mr. Paul Chow Chung-yan, Ms.
Juanna Yin, Ms. Evans Leung Yee-man, Mr. Kevin She Siu-on, and
Ms. Ivy Mak Suet-mui for their hard work.

Thy Kingdom Come, Lord!

The Revd. Bartholomew Ma
The Chairperson of the Standing Commission for Mission of the 8"
General Synod, HKSKH
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Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui
‘Thy Kingdom Come’
Global Prayver Movement 2021

Introduction : ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is a global prayer movement

launched by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.
It aims at encouraging Christians around the world to
pray together as witnesses of the Lord and for more
people to come to know Jesus Christ.

From 13" May (the Ascension Day) to 23™ May (the
Pentecost) in 2021 (totally eleven days), HKSKH
encourages our parishioners to pray at least ten
minutes each day especially for the mission ministry
— fulfilling the Great Commission of the Risen Lord
Jesus Christ for His Church to preach the gospel to
the world.

Let us pray together to God for strength, for His lead
and support for all missionary works, and for
intensifying parishioners’ passion for evangelization .

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright, 1989, by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Day 1 (Ascension Day; Thursday)

Readings

Hebrews 9:24 (Ascension for us)

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere
copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God on our behalf.

Matthew 28:16-20 (The Commissioning of the Disciples before

Ascension)

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had directed them. !7” When they saw him, they
worshipped him; but some doubted. '® And Jesus came and said to
them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2°
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’

15




Meditation and Reflection

1. “All authority in heaven and on earth” has been given to the Risen
Lord, He is the Commander of the Kingdom of God! What does it
mean to those whom He sent?

2. Before His Ascension, what tasks have we been commissioned by
the Risen Lord? What promise did he make?

Prayer

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Make me to know your ways,

O Lord, and teach me your paths.

Draw your Church together, O God, into one great company of
disciples,

together following our Lord Jesus Christ into every walk of life,
together serving him in his mission to the world,

and together witnessing to his love on every continent and
island.

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Lord.
Amen.
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Day 2 (Friday after Ascension Day)

Readings

® Hebrews 2:8b-10 (Jesus suffered to bring many children to glory)

8 As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, *but we
do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels,
now crowned with glory and honour because of the suffering of death,
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

101t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things
exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of
their salvation perfect through sufferings.

John 3:13-17 (The only Son. Those who believe in Him have
eternal life)

13 Jesus said, ‘No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '*And just as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, *that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal
life. ! “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Meditation and Reflection

1.

In this pro-modern era, many people don’t believe in absolute truth.
Today’s Bible passages claim that Jesus, the Son of Man, was the only
Son of God descended from heaven. How important is this
understanding for us when we are sent to preach the Good News?

In the Old Testaments, Israelites was bitten by poisonous snakes
after they sinned against God. God commanded Moses to make a
replica of a poisonous snake and place it on an elevated place, so
whoever turned to God was saved. How is this story served as a
sign for the salvation to be brought by Jesus? What are the
similarities of the two stories?

19




Prayer

Loving Father,

in the face of Jesus Christ

your light and glory have blazed forth.

Send your Holy Spirit that I may share with my friends [Name &
Name] the life of your Son and your love for all. Strengthen me as
a witness to that love as I pledge to pray for them,

for your name’s sake.

Amen.

20
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Day 3 (Saturday after Ascension Day)

Readings

® Romans 8:38-39 (Nothing can be able to separate us from the love

of God)

3For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, >’nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Mark 3:13-19 (Appoint apostles to proclaim the good news)

'3 He went up the mountain and called to him those whom he wanted,
and they came to him. '*And he appointed twelve, whom he also
named apostles, to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the
message,'“and to have authority to cast out demons. '°So he
appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name

Peter); '"James son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to
whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); '*and
Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas,
and James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the
Cananaean, "and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Meditation and Reflection

1.

Jesus called the 12 disciples as they were, having different social
backgrounds gifts and talents, etc. However, what common mission
did he give them?

How did Jesus empower His disciples? What kind of empowerment
does Jesus give us today for spreading the Gospel?
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Prayer

Almighty God, your ascended Son has sent us into the world to
preach the good news of your kingdom: inspire us with your Spirit

and fill our hearts with the fire of your love,

that all who hear your Word may be drawn to you, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

24
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Day 4 (Sunday after Ascension Day)

Readings

John 6:32-35 (The Lord is the bread of life)

32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses
who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives
you the true bread from heaven. **For the bread of God is that which
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’

3*They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ ** Jesus said to
them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

John 7:37-39 (The Lord is the rivers of Living Water)

37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was
standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me,
3%and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said,
“Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”” **Now
he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive;
for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Meditation and Reflection

1.  Though people nowadays are richer in knowledge and material
substances, but these cannot satisfy the hunger and thirst of our soul!
What does it mean to us when Jesus said He is the Bread of Life and
Living Water?

2. What are the difference between Christians and non-
Christians? How can we share the treasures of our faith with others,
by using simple language and metaphors?
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Prayer

Almighty God,
who called your Church to witness

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: help us to
proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may be
drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Day 5 (Monday)

Readings

Isaiah 40:28-31 (Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their
strength)

8 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not
faint or grow weary;

his understanding is unsearchable. *° He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless. *° Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted; 3! but those who wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

John 15:4-5 (Those who abide in the Lord bear much fruit)

*Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide
in me. °I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing.

Meditation and Reflection

1.

Many Christians are easily burnt-out after a period of ministry, what
insights and encouragement are given in today’s Bible passages?
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Prayer

God of our salvation,

hope of all the ends of the earth,
we pray:

Thy kingdom come.

That the world may know Jesus Christ
as the Prince of Peace, we pray:
Thy kingdom come.

That all who are estranged and without hope
may be brought near in the blood of Christ,
we pray:

Thy kingdom come.

That the Church may be one in serving
and proclaiming the gospel,

we pray:

Thy kingdom come.

That we may be bold to speak the word of God
while you stretch out your hand to save,

we pray:

Thy kingdom come.

That the Church may be generous in giving,
faithful in serving, bold in proclaiming,

we pray:

Thy kingdom come.

That the Church may welcome and support
all whom God calls to faith, we pray:
Thy kingdom come.

That all who serve the gospel may be kept in safety
while your word accomplishes its purpose,
we pray:
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Thy kingdom come.

That all who suffer for the gospel may
know the comfort and glory of Christ,
we pray:

Thy kingdom come.

That the day may come when every knee shall bow
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
we pray:

Thy kingdom come.

Almighty God,

by your Holy Spirit you have made us one
with your saints in heaven and on earth:
grant that in our earthly pilgrimage

we may ever be supported by this fellowship of love and prayer,

and know ourselves surrounded by their witness
to your power and mercy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Day 6 (Tuesday)

Readings

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 (There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit)

* Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; *and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; ®and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone.’To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good.

Mark 6:7-13 (Jesus sent out the Twelve)

"Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. *He ordered them to take
nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money
in their belts;’but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. '°He
said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave
the place. ''If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear
you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony
against them.” '?So they went out and proclaimed that all should
repent. *They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many
who were sick and cured them.

Meditation and Reflection

1.

The Holy Spirit has given different talents and services to every
individual member of His body. How can we cooperate with others
so as to witness the glory of God?

How can the Gospel be preached more effectively through joining
hands with other Christians?
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Prayer

Almighty and Ever-living God,

thank you so much for all your blessings for our lives.

We praise you for your creation, preservation, for the rich cultural
heritage, especially for the 5 thousands years of culture among the
Chinese people.

We thank you for all kinds of spiritual blessings you have bestowed
upon us. You have chosen us in Christ before the creation of the
world and destined us for adoption as your children.

In Christ we have the forgiveness of sins, an inheritance in your
Kingdom, the seal of your Spirit, and in Him we live for the praise of

your glory.

We also thank you that in Christ you are reconciling the world to
yourself. So help us to proclaim the good news of your love and
salvation, that all who receive it may be reconciled to you through
Christ, as He died for us on the cross, rose from the dead and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Thy Kingdom come!

Amen!
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Day 7 (Wednesday)

Readings

® Joel 2:28-29 (Prognosticate the pour out of the Spirit)

8 Then afterwards I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and
your young men shall see visions. *° Even on the male and female
slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit.

® Mark 16:14-20 (Apostles were sent out by the Resurrected Lord)

14 Later Jesus appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the
table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness,
because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen.!*And
he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the
whole creation. '®The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but
the one who does not believe will be condemned. '"And these signs will
accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out
demons; they will speak in new tongues; '*they will pick up snakes in their
hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will
lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.’

19'So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. **And they went out and
proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them
and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.

Meditation and Reflection

1. Why is it important for the church mission and ministry to be filled
with the Holy Spirit?

2. According to the Gospel of St. Mark, with the presence of the Lord,
disciples were sent to preach the Gospel with power to make
changes for those in need. How can we, with the presence of God,
change the hardship of today’s world?
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Prayer

A Prayer for Wholeness

O Lord, penetrate those murky corners where we hide memories and
tendencies on which we do not care to look, but which we will not
disinter and yield freely up to you, that you may purify and
transmute them: the persistent buried grudge, the half-acknowledged
enmity which is still smoldering the bitterness of that loss we have
not turned into sacrifice; the private comfort we cling to; the secret
fear of failure which saps our initiative and is really inverted pride;
the pessimism which is an insult to your joy,

Lord; we bring all these to you, and we review them with shame and
penitence in your steadfast light.

Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941)
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Day 8 (Thursday)

Readings

Romans 10:9-15 (Those who confess in name of the Lord be saved and
be sent)

Because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. OFor
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with
the mouth and so is saved. ''The scripture says, ‘No one who believes
in him will be put to shame.” "*For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call
on him. "*For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.’

'4But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? >And how are
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!

Luke 11:9-13 (Ask and it will be given)

? “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. '°For everyone who
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened. "Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? ?Or if the
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? “If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Meditation and Reflection

1.

“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” Paul
challenged us in a logical way: if nobody is willing to be sent nobody
is able to preach, then nobody can listen, believe, call upon Him thus
be saved! Are you ready and willing to be sent by the Lord to share
His good news to our family members and friends? Are you open to
God’s calling for full time ministry?
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Prayer

Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits which you
have given us; and for all the pains and insults which you have borne
for us.

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may we know you
more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day
by day.

Amen.

St Richard of Chichester (1197-1253)
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Day 9 (Friday)

Readings

2 Corinthians 1:20-22 (The seal of the Spirit)

2For in him every one of God’s promises is a ‘Yes.” For this reason,
it is through him that we say the ‘Amen’, to the glory of God. *'But
it is God who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us,
by putting his seal on us and giving us his Spirit in our hearts as a
first instalment.

Luke 4:16-21 (The Spirit of the Lord is upon Jesus to bring good
news to the poor)

' When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went
to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up
to read, "and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: ' ‘The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed, go free, '’ to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.”

2And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. ' Then he
began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.’

Meditation and Reflection

1.

“Incarnation” of Jesus implies that His Gospel is proclaimed not only
in words, but also in deeds of enriching and setting free the abundant
lives of people. How can our Church help people nowadays to
experience “the Kingdom of God” and “the year of the Lord’s favor™?
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Prayer

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in my eyes, and in my looking;

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;

God be at mine end, and at my departing.

Lord Jesus Christ,
may the tears shed in your earthly life be balm for all who weep,

and may the prayers of your pilgrimage give strength to all who
suffer; for your mercy’s sake.
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Day 10 (Saturday)

Readings

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 (Where the Spirit is, there is freedom. We are
transformed into the image of glory.)

""Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom. '*And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of
the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into
the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes
from the Lord, the Spirit.

Luke 24:44-49 (Stay until clothed with power form on high to be
witness of the Lord)

* Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” *Then
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, *and he said to
them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from
the dead on the third day, *’and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. **You are witnesses of these things. “’And see, I am
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high.’

Meditation and Reflection

1.

Before His Ascension, what command did the Lord give to His
Apostles besides witnessing to His Gospel? (Luke 24:49) How
important is that command for us to become effective witness of
Jesus?
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Prayer

Lord Christ, true light of the world,

shine, we pray, in the hearts of your people,

that we might see the Way that leads to eternal life,
and follow without stumbling;

for you are the Way, O Christ, as you are the Truth and the Life.
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Day 11 (Pentecost)

Readings

John 20:21-22 (So send you and receive the Holy Spirit)

! Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.” **When he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:8, 4:8-12 (Receive power of the Holy Spirit and go to all the
world to be witness of the Lord)

""8Jesus said, ‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’

*8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the
people and elders, *if we are questioned today because of a good deed
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, "“let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel,
that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. !'This Jesus is “the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders; it has become the cornerstone.” *There is salvation in no
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
mortals by which we must be saved.’

Meditation and Reflection

1.

2.

From the experience of Peter, what kind of changes does a person
have when being filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:8-12)?

Under what circumstances in our daily lives do we need courage to
witness Christ? How can the Holy Spirit help us?
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Prayer

God of life and love,

whose Son was victorious over sin and death,

make us alive with his life,

that the whole world may resound with your praise;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Chan Lok Yi (St. Stephen’s Church)

Today I want to share how our Heavenly Father has changed my life.

Growing up I had little confidence, no direction, and always wanted to
be acknowledged by others. Every time I went over to other peoples’
homes and saw the shelves of trophies their children have, I would ask
myself, ‘why are you so useless?’ Ever since I was a kid, I had wanted
to find something I am the best at, something that I was number one at,
be it sports, music or an academic subject, that way I would feel being
treasured by others. However, on my path to search that “something”, I
faced numerous obstacles. Until during my F.1 Gospel Camp, when I
miraculously found the courage to raise my hand and make the decision
to follow God, which brought me to the fountain of love, into the arms
of my Heavenly Father, and walk in His grace ever since. I could not
find the number one, but I found myself.

When [ was new to faith, God made me deeply feel his love and
acceptance. He allowed me to become a staff of my fellowship, met a
bunch of interesting characters, who love to write mini-cards to
encourage people, who love to pray for each other, and who loved
hugging! Being around them, I did not worry about being ignored, nor
scared that I would lose the people I love and care about because I was
not the best at something. I started to know a God of unconditional love,
to know my worth and place in the world, to learn to be insecure, and to
learn how to love whilst being loved. However ordinary I am, God let
me know that I am precious in his sight. He let me know that although
my strength may not be enough, I could still achieve my dreams for Him.
This gave me the courage to decide to go into medicine.

That said, faith does not just make me feel good. I gradually realised
that God uses His hands to “tear down” who I was, as He pierces deep
into my heart, to reveal my inequities which I do not want to admit, the
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most unpleasant but realistic side of me. The fact is, I am not perfectly
loving, I sometimes use grand and pretty words, like promising others
to pray for them, and to put their concerns at heart, but I do not always
honour those promises. Turns out, I look at the speck of sawdust in my
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in my own. Turns out,
there is sometimes envy inside me that only I can see; turns out, I am
terrible, light does not shine through inside me, how dark it is inside me
indeed!

He tears me down and rebuilds me.

“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for me will find it” (Matthew 16:24-25)

Instead of sharing the days without challenges and turmoil, I would
rather share with you my weaknesses. God gives me strength to face
myself and strive to improve. Believing in God is not to find a genie
that grants you your wish — you will experience hurting within His love,
you will experience pain and struggle, there will be storms and tears,
but there is always God’s blessing of peace too.

Today, I hope to take part in Your Covenant in baptism, I am willing to
firmly pick up my cross to follow you, and strive to be like you.
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Choy Wing Yan (The Crown of Thorns Church)

In the summer of my Primary 5, God led me to the church of SKH Crown
of Thorns’ Church through my classmate’s invitation. Since then, I have
embarked on this amazing journey of knowing Him and being his
testimony with His abundant grace. Though my unbelieving family does
not agree with my idea of going to church every week, I can still strike a
balance between my earthly responsibilities and keep on seeking Him
under His protection.

When I was in Form 5, I did not get along well with my classmates. Their
gossip and their behavior made me hate myself and thought that I was not
pretty enough. In Form 6, while everyone treasured their last year in
school, I was not willing to participate in any of the school activities or
to build up any relationship with others. My steps were heavy every time
I walked into the classroom. I wore a mask everyday so that no one could
see me. | even thought of quitting school altogether. I talked to the social
worker and this imprinted on me: “Didn’t Jesus say if anyone slaps you
on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also?” It reminded me of
Jesus, he loves and forgives us sinners while he was being crucified and
was hardly breathing. So, I prayed that God could help me become a
peacemaker even when I was weak and miserable. When I learnt to give
and not to ask, my relationship with my classmates improved. I now
firmly believe that His love can change the world. I understand that He
has died as a ransom to set us free and I am sufficient in Him alone.

God’s grace is everlasting. The day I received my not-so-satisfactory
Diploma of Secondary Education (DSE) results, I was grateful to have
my sisters in Christ accompanying me to school interviews and prayed
for me. It was a great comfort when I was worried and disappointed. I
finally majored in Chinese at a private university. However, my wish to
serve the patients in the capacity of medical profession had not ceased.
After some struggles, I decided to re-take DSE while attending the
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University and working as a part-time in a publishing company
simultaneously. The road was not easy, I cried, I lost, and I was tired. I
thanked God for granting me a lot of angels and a beautiful campus. They
prayed for me and encouraged me throughout this difficult period.

Sadly, there was not much improvement on the second DSE attempt. God
taught me how to submit to His will and granted me peace after hours of
crying. I then switched to the Faculty of Social Services. A few days
before the school started, I missed the call of my current university and
nearly missed the chance of studying Radiology too. My sisters in Christ
prayed for me and we believed that He would open the door in His will.
The next morning, I received the good news! This second chance had
made me more grateful. Switching from Arts to Science is not an easy
task. God showed me that He has already prepared everything I needed
in the past year. There is no fear in His love.

There is no word that could describe God’s love and grace fully. There is
a good purpose in everything he allows. In Him, the broken will be
complete, the coward will become courageous and the weak will become
strong. The feeling of being lost and the worries in the past has made me
treasure my insistence. Now, I could enter into this eternal covenant with
Him before everyone. Pray that I could spend the rest of my life to love,
to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me.

Thanks to God! He has let me taste the goodness of life. Glory to the
Heavenly Father!
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Ho King Fung

A few words from the prayer of Saint Francis: "O Divine Master, grant
that I may not so much seek to be consoled...to be loved as to love." I
used to think this was a fool's speech, but now I finally understand that it
is love and sacrifice that reflects the spirit of Christ.

I would have no chance of getting to know the Christian faith, as I grew
up in a Buddhist and traditional family and attended schools without any
religious background. Well, God works in mysterious ways that I met my
girlfriend (now my wife, Kitty) who was a Christian, and walked into St.
Mark's Church with her in 1993. Since then, I have not stopped
worshipping, reading the Bible, and participating in various church
activities. However, I still would not claim to be a Christian.

Last October, I was diagnosed with lung cancer and lost more than 50
pounds within a short period of time. A stroke hit me shortly after my
diagnosis, and greatly affected my mind and my mobility. When I needed
the most attention, the brothers and sisters of St. Mark's Church came to
visit me, showing care and support to me and my family. We were not
related, but their caring is sincere and meticulous. I finally realized what
the Christian spirit is. Christian faith is not just about knowledge, but
about practicing it for the benefit of others.

Since becoming sick, my wife and I often prayed to the Lord together and
found peace in our hearts. This is the greatest grace of the Father.

I have been wandering at the crossroads of faith, and today I am willing

to declare my obedience to God, my determination to believe the Lord,
and to share his love with others.
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Kong Kwong Shing

The seeds of the Gospel were planted in my heart long ago when I
studied at a Christian primary school. I still remember vividly that the
people handing us cream biscuits in class were churchmen. After I
graduated from primary school, although I could not continue secondary
education, I still had the opportunity to learn English from an overseas
missionary, who gave me the chance to come across many Christians. [
always felt that they were kind and authentic.

After I started working, I began to stray away from Christ our Lord like
a lost sheep, I was then lost for decades. But the Lord never gives up on
me!

My wife had to retire early due to sickness. Later she met a friend who
went to the Holy Spirit Church where she was even baptised on
Christmas day in 2011.

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

During that period, I saw her living with joy every day and also hoped
that I could go to church with her, but my job made me unable to fulfil
her wish. Until the end of 2018 when I retired, my wife’s sickness
suddenly became worse. I then began taking care of her and spending
more time with her. During those few months, I was so touched and
grateful to see our church friends unceasingly praying for her, frequently
visiting and supporting her, and angelically singing hymns to comfort
her heart.

Now, although she has finally returned to the arms of God, I have
decided to be faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ alongside her, and to
accept what God has prepared for me ahead.
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Lam Yim Fong (The Crown of Thorns Church)

I was born in a poor family, did not receive much education, but I
worked hard. I have been married for 54 years to my husband who loves
our family and our children, even though he is often quiet. My father-
in-law is a Christian, but we never talked about faith. Since my husband
became ill, a good friend frequently visited us and always went to the
church with him. On 25" December 1988, he came to Christ and was
baptized. Though I had not known Jesus yet, I would go to church with
my husband in my free time. The Church gave me the impression of a
quiet and comfortable place. So I always thought even though I was not
a Christian, the church was a good place to go after a tiresome week of
work.

My husband could not work after he fell ill. To eke out a living, I had to
take up more of the load to provide for the family. Every day was so
physically and mentally draining that there was no time to enjoy even a
moment of peace.

After I had retired, my neighbour and I joined an event hosted by the
Crown of Thorn’s Church where we had more time to contribute at the
church. At first, I was only volunteering to serve the elderly, but later I
realised the different events the Church held and was invited to the
Sunday Service. The long-awaited moment of calmness and relief
finally reappeared as the choir sang those powerful and gentle hymns. I
feel calm and comfortable every time after the service and in 2017 I
decided to come to Christ. After two years of Church life, I felt how
everyone at church loved each other like a big family. This year, I
decided to join the baptism course and accept Jesus Christ as my Saviour.
I believe that the second half of my life will no longer be living in vain,
and I hope that my children will have the chance to know Jesus so that
the Christian tradition may stay alive in our family through three
generations
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“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen.” (NRSYV, Hebrews
11:1)

Lam Nga Lai (St Matthew’s Church)

Almighty God, thank you for letting me know more about you. Faith is
the assurance of things hoped for, and conviction of things not seen.

I am sharing my past with you here, to testify how the power of God has
worked in me. I was once a manager of a travel agency, and my boss
had delegated all the work to me, including worshipping the goddess of
mercy and burning incense sticks during festivals; this brought about a
strong reaction from me, and I didn’t know where I found the courage
to tell her outright that I was a Christian. She queried that if I was one,
why she had not seen me going to church on Sundays. I replied that it
was enough that God was in my heart, and if I could take off on Sundays,
I would certainly go to church. As I was holding two jobs at the same
time then, I didn’t think of resting on Sundays. After various setbacks,
God heard my heartfelt wish, and I was assigned to a new position,
undertaking work more suitable to me as ticketing manager of a
passenger transport company. Later, my boss also established a trading
company, and I was transferred there to be a manager. I had no prior
experience for these jobs, so how could I perform competently? God has
granted me infinite strength and wisdom, also due to the new jobs, I
finally could go to church. I was overjoyed at this, truly with man it is
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God. I have
experienced following God, no longer do I walk in darkness, but receive
from Him the light of life.

What is more unexpected is the descent of the Holy Spirit on my
husband. My daughter and I always pray for him. As a person, he is
assertive and determined, very experienced and difficult to convince.
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Almighty God has changed him and led him to join the church. He was
baptized earlier than I was and knows God more deeply than I do. He
uses the Bible often to spread the word of God, does what pleases God,
and holds himself accountable to God in all matters. After reading my
brief account of him, you may know how he has changed to a completely
different person through God’s grace.

Regarding my daughter, she attended a Christian school since an early
age; and always shares with us the grace of God, that without faith it is
impossible to please God, that God gives grace, and will fully satisfy
our every need .... I relied on my own method to supervise her then,
thinking it was quite normal for parents to impose strict requirements
with the hope that their children would contribute to society in the future.
Because of this and due to her adolescent stage, our relationship
deteriorated, and she always said the one she hated most was mother,
making me feel very bad. We were always opposing each other and in a
state of cold war, though such pain might not be part of your experience.
Afterwards, I changed my approach, and told God whatever I needed
for Him to hear through prayers, requests and thanksgiving; and God
was with me as I went through this difficult period, and my daughter and
I reconciled in our relationship. The power of God is inestimable, and
another miracle happened with my daughter’s admission to the
Polytechnic University, fulfilling our expectations. All glory be to God,
truly amazing grace; I am very grateful and moved, and my heart is
overjoyed with blessings.

God’s grace is so much that I could not enumerate it in detail here and
shall keep it in my heart knowing God is with me always, so I have
decided to be baptized. May glory be to God, and God be with me
forever. Amen.

27 Feb 2020
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Ng Chau Hing (All Saints’ Cathedral)
I came to Christ because of my wife.

In early 2016, my wife was diagnosed with terminal cancer. We were
devastated. The fact that she was a senior (head) nurse herself made this
an even more bitter pill to swallow. We did not know how to face it, and
with our daughter’s DSE Exams coming up, we had to pretend that
everything was fine in front of her. Those were tough and bitter times.

While my wife was staying at the hospital, the results from every medical
check-up and report were pessimistic. We were truly crushed and
constantly down. It was during this time when a neighbouring cancer
patient said to us, ‘Don’t be afraid! Just pray! Tell God your worries and
fears, He will help you.” We replied, ‘We are not Christians and do not
know how to pray.” After that, she kindly taught us and prayed for us,
and that prayer gave us a peace and calmness which we had not felt. Since
then, my wife and I prayed every day, and thus we started to know God
and communicate with Him.

Later, when the Chaplain visited us, my wife and I decided to come to
Christ. Having been released from the hospital, we started going to
Church and participate in services. We had tried out different churches
and ultimately came to the All Saints’ Cathedral where my wife and I
finally felt that this is the one for us. We have been with the All Saints’
Cathedral ever since and in April 2017 my wife was baptised here.

Throughout my wife’s battle with cancer, I was immensely grateful to
God for being with us along the way and for strengthening me to take
care of her. I also realised that I began to see more of the good side of
things, and less of the bad side, particularly with personal relationships.
When I was taking care of my wife, I would always wear a mask every
time I went out, and because of that, my neighbours and friends would
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ask if I was alright out of concern, and why it took so long for me to
recover. To some, I just said I was feeling a little sick. To my closer
friends and neighbours, I would share with them my fear and worries
regarding my wife’s condition. Surprisingly, these people turned out to
be devoted Christians! They even held our hands and prayed with us after
knowing our situation, and this was so even with some of my Christian
friends whom we had just started to know. I believe that it was God who
answered our prayers, sent His children to be with us, and gave us love
and power. For all these we give thanks.

Now, even though my wife has left, I know where she has gone. I pray
that God accepts me so that I can be His child through baptism and be a
loyal Christian abiding by His will. That way, I also honour the promises
I made to my wife - to receive baptism and to meet her again in our
Heavenly Home.
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Mrs. Po (St. Stephen’s Church)

In our baptism preparation class, the Revd. Edith Sin recommended a
book “We believe — A Commentary on the Nicene Creed”. 1 was
particularly touched by the following quote from the book: “Without help
from the grace of God, we can never be able to believe in Jesus Christ
and turn to him.

Despite that I had grown up in a Christian school and therefore had some
understanding of Christianity, I did not turn to Christ. The turning point
was my experience at a business meeting a few years ago. On that day,
my boss (who was of Jewish faith) and I met another organization which
was against my company. The meeting atmosphere was understandably
not very cordial. I was upset by that. We listened carefully to each
other’s views and shared our thoughts objectively. At the end, my boss
said, “No one has the right to judge except for God.” I was suddenly
calmed but thinking how I could find truth from God and seek his will.
A friend invited me to attend gatherings of a Baptist church. After a few
months, a sister in Christ there wished that I could declare my faith in
Christ. We talked for a long time. [ was crying a lot then, and was certain
that I believed in God, but there were still issues which I had to think
through. I guess I valued “understanding seeking faith” instead of “faith
seeking understanding”!

I had my second birth in 2014. The pregnancy process was rough...from
twins to one baby, having to rest in bed for a few months, having an
emergency operation after excessive bleeding in hospital...I could
understand our sins and the grace of God, and his perfect arrangement
for me. When I was bedridden at home, the “Occupy Central” incident
took place. It was a controversial issue, but I agreed with what the Revd.
Canon Peter Koon had said. When I was discussing the issue of “Occupy
Central” with my father, he mentioned his former colleague who was

82



worshipping at St. Stephen’s Church. My Christian father encouraged
me to attend services at St. Stephen’s. Here, [ have met many secondary
schoolmates and also made some new friends. I give thanks to God’s
guidance and arrangement for I can learn in this big family and
understand his words, truly experiencing what it means by “faith seeking
understanding”!
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Pan Chun Keung (The Crown of Thorns Church)

Time flies. It has been almost two years since our first visit to the Crown
of Thorns’ Church. Thanks be to the gracious Lord that we have
embraced the birth of our third daughter amidst our church life. Being
grateful with the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we were invited to join the
Catechism class by Lai Ha shortly after our first visit. We began to
embark on the journey of seeking God and develop a closer relationship
with Him.

In the Catechism class, I was particularly impressed by “the parable of
the prodigal son”. I kept reflecting on one question, “Where am I on the
road of Seeking God as the prodigal son of the parable?” Most of the
answers in the class were “on the way home”.

When I was a student, I went to church regularly. I decided to become a
Christian and follow God in the Franklin Graham’s evangelical meeting.
After graduation, I worked constantly away from Hong Kong and
attended church less and less, eventually drifting away from God.

After the birth of our eldest daughter, my wife and I had a lot of conflicts
on raising children. I contemplated and discovered that although I had
left God, God has never forsaken me. He has prepared everything for me.
This year my life has undergone a number of critical decisions but all
have been smoothly made: purchasing property, getting married,
changing job, and having children. I was like the two disciples on the
road to Emmaus who couldn’t see His grace because “their eyes were
prevented from recognizing Him.” Then, I suggested to my wife that we
should go to church together. We had considered many different churches
and suddenly realized that we have always been under the care of Hong
Kong Sheng Kung Hui. My daughter was accepted into Crown of Thorns
Church Kwai Chung Kindergarten and one of her interest classes was
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held in HKSKH Lady MacLehose Centre. Finally, we decided to start
our church life in the Crown of Thorns’ Church.

If I was asked again today “Where am I on the road of Seeking God as
the prodigal son of the parable?” My answer would be: Always in my
Father’s arms, I have never left Him.
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Wong Man Chung

First off, I am grateful for the opportunity of getting to know the Lord,
Jesus Christ and our Heavenly Father, the true God of the Trinity, for the
Holy Spirit worked on me through my elder sister and brother-in-law.

Before attending church services, I had been very superstitious, and
would worship all the “gods” of various traditions and cultures. Every
Chinese New Year, I would be busy going to different temples to worship
the “gods.” But this year I stopped going to any temple. This habit of
more than two decades was changed as a result of my realization that all
folk gods are only myths, while Jesus Christ is the only true God who
resurrected three days after his death, and what He preaches is to love
others as ourselves, to care for others, and not to do bad things. I admit
that I was attracted to the devil in the past. Now whenever I think of Jesus
Christ, I would have the courage and determination to defeat demon in
me. Now whenever my wife and I are in a fight, I will take the initiative
to apologize. Even if she does not stop the fight, I will not lose my temper
anymore. Because when I think of God, my heart is filled with love. I
also realized that since going to church, I have learned to cook for my
daughter, hoping she could eat well and be happy. I hope I can learn from
the Lord and get rid of my cursing habits like being sometimes very angry
at others including my domestic worker and my colleagues. Knowing that
this is wrong, I am determined to make a change, to learn to love and
forgive like the Lord.

Now I spend at least three to five times a day talking to the Lord, praying,
and praising him.

In the future, I hope that my Lord will help me learn about the rich
Christian life, and how to be a truly good husband, father, son, and brother.
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At work, I will be more proactive and set goals for myself as well as my
company. As stated in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old has passed away; behold the new has come.”

I hope that everyone can forget the former me and re-acquaint me with
the new one. It takes great courage to be willing to admit mistakes, and
even greater courage to acknowledge sins in front of so many people. For
that, I am so grateful that I got to know God, as it is God who gave me
the incredible courage.

I hope that everyone can forgive my mistakes, just like the Lord has
forgiven us; I am willing to proclaim, before the Lord and everyone, my
determination of changing my bad habits, and becoming a dignified and
loving person. In the future, I hope to contribute more to the Church, my
second home.

Thanks be to God!

Thank you, Revd. Ma and Mrs. Ma, brothers and sisters, and my family!
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